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Magic abounded on stages across the Lower Hudson Valley last year. Here's a sampling of moments that continue to shine bright in memory.

Hudson Stage presented two natural and seemingly effortless productions in 2008: John Cariani's charming "Almost, Maine," and Stephen Massicotte's effective time-bender "Mary's Wedding."

Both were directed by Dan Foster, who cast perfectly and staged with the lightest of touches.

It'll be a long time before I forget the quirky but real characters in "Almost, Maine" (played by Daniel Robert Sullivan, Kathy McCafferty, Will Brunson and Brenda Withers) and the sincere Mary and Charlie (Christina Bennett Lind and Blake Kubena) in "Mary's Wedding."

At no point did they let the audience catch them acting. They were flesh and blood. 


